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Had the Nassaus and their Huguenot confeder-
ates been more successful in the Low Countries it is
possible that Coligny might have prevailed.

More than once it was generally believed that the
King had determined to declare war. But at two
meetings of the council held on August 6th and gth,
attended by all the officers and ministers of the
crown, a large majority pronounced against a breach
with Spain. Charles IX. yielded to their representa-
tions and to the urgent and private expostulations
of his mother, who, says Tavannes in the memoirs
of his father, one of her most intimate and trusted
advisers, threw herself at the King's feet and burst-
ing into tears begged him to allow her to leave the
Court, since after all her labours on his behalf he no
longer had any confidence in her, and abandoned
himself to the councils of his enemies. But even
yet her victory was not assured. On August loth
Walsingham wrote to Burghley that " though the
Admiral cannot obtain what were requisite and
necessary for the advancement of the cause, yet doth
he obtain somewhat in conference with the King/'
Charles IX. in a letter of the same date to his am-
bassador in England told him that he must exert
himself to induce Elizabeth to help Orange* It was
evident that the frank acceptance by the Queen of
England of the French alliance or any decisive re-
verse to the Spanish arms might again turn the scale
in favour of war and of Coligny.

" The Queen," says Tavannes, " considering that
not only the fortunes of France, but, what touched
her far more nearly, her power and the safety of